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Tomahawk's Transition Team 

Heritage 

 
Tomahawk's Transition Team was voted on by the congregation and began its mission with an overnight retreat at the Roslyn Cen-
ter, in Richmond, on February 27, 2015.  Members of the team did not know what to expect at first, but things loosened up as we 
shared our faith journeys and stories about Tomahawk.  The team was inspired by all of the love and support we received, espe-
cially through prayers and letters, as well as the delicious pound cake that was made by Wendi Hare.  During this retreat, we each 
agreed to enter into a covenant with God and our church family to get our church back on track.  We have promised to do this in a 
Christ-like manner by seeking God's wisdom and communicating back-and-forth with our congregation on a regular basis.  We are 
truly honored to serve on this historic Transition Team and hope you are excited as we are about what lies ahead for our church.  
The Transition Team is led by our Intentional Interim Pastor, Jim Vaught, and its team members are: John Bateman, Jeff Easton, Pat 
Jennings, Crystal Rosse, Darla Skinner, Robin Tarr, Sally Waldrop (Team Chair), Burt Walker and Pete Zangardi.  We are currently 
meeting once a week, mainly on Tuesday nights.  We have been a very close group that has a lot of chemistry and diverse opinions.  
This has already allowed us to have some open and honest dialogue in our meetings.   

Our first of five focus points is Heritage.  This basically boils down to researching our Tomahawk's 239- year history and decipher-
ing its DNA.  In other words, what has made us tick over the years?  What have we done well, and not so well?  What are the les-
sons we have learned about Tomahawk?  As Dr. Vaught reminds us, you have to know your past in order to figure out your future.  
We are soon to wrap up our work on this focus point.  Stay tuned for the results that will be published shortly!  In the meantime, 
enjoy the Tomahawk timeline that has been posted inside of the church. 

On April 26, 2015, our church held it's Heritage Celebration Spring Luncheon.  This was a coordinated effort by the Transition Team 
and our deacons.  There was a lot of planning for this event, and a big THANK YOU goes to everyone who had a hand in it.  A spe-
cial thank you goes to Shirley Cottrell for taking the lead on meal preparation.  If you attended this luncheon, we hope you enjoyed 
the food, friendship, fellowship, spiritually uplifting choir, and game of Tomahawk Jeopardy.  It was impressive to see so many of 
our congregation present who have been members for 50+ years.  Wow - what an accomplishment!  Above all, it was especially 
good to see everyone in our church family smiling and having a good time.   

The next big event for our church is the dedication and renaming of the chapel to Thornton Chapel, after our longest tenured pas-
tor and friend, Edwin Clayton Thornton III.  Clay served as Tomahawk's Senior Pastor from 1975-2009.  This was approved during 
our last business meeting and is long overdue. 

There is still much work to do, but with God's grace, good times are ahead for Tomahawk!  Please continue to pray for our church, 
the transition team, our pastors, and for each and every member of our congregation.     

Sincerely, 

Jeff Easton, on behalf of the Transition Team 

John Bateman                                    Crystal Rosse   Sally Waldrop     

Jeff Easton                                           Darla Skinner   Burt Walker   

Pat Jennings      Robin Tarr  Pate Zangardi   

From Your Transition Team 

Parent – Child Dedication, Sunday May 10 

We will be having Parent/Child Dedication on Mother’s Day, May 10. 
If you have a child you would like to dedicate, please contact the 
church office. Children can be any age, not only infants.  



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Adult Bible Study 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
  Praise Team 
 7:00 Prayer Time 
  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
  Youth Group 
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Wednesday Nights 

Wednesday, May 20 

Wednesday Night Celebration 
Last Wednesday Night of Regular Activities until the Fall 

Wrap Up of the Spring Wednesday Night Fellowships and  
Classes 

Dinner at 5:30 PM 

 

Tomahawk Baptist Church will name and dedicate its chapel on 
Sunday, May 17th, Thornton Chapel, in memory of the Rev. Ed-

win Clayton Thornton III.  Rev. Thornton, known as Clay, was 
the longest tenured pastor in Tomahawk's 239-year history.  He 
served as pastor for 34 years from 1975 until his sudden death 

in June 2009.   
 

 In addition to serving as Tomahawk's Senior Pastor, Clay also 
was an assistant coach for boys and girls cross country and 

track coach at Cosby High School in  Midlothian.  Before trans-
ferring to Cosby, Clay assisted in coaching at Clover Hill School 
from 1975 to 2006. Clay also served as a volunteer chaplain at 

CJW (Chippenham) Medical Center for 20 years. 
  
 

 
 

The original chapel was located on Genito 
Road.  In 1918, the chapel was torn down, 
moved and rebuilt from the old materials, 
especially its beautiful stained glass win-

dows, to its present location on Hull 
Street Road.   
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

I wanted to take a moment both to thank you and also to tell you some more about the pilgrimage experience in which I’ll be par-
ticipating in June.  First, I’m so grateful to you for approving the time for me to do this.  Every minister, in order to continue to 
serve and lead effectively, needs to take time away for personal retreat and renewal, to be stretched, and to continue to learn and 
grow.  I’m thankful that TBC recognizes this need and has approved the time for me to participate in this pilgrimage.  I also want to 
thank you for your generosity in approving the funds to help with the costs involved; it was unexpected but wholly appreciated! 
 
Since first encountering it in college, I’ve been fascinated by and had an appreciation for Celtic Christian spirituality.  Those of you 
who participated in our Lenten Daily Prayer series this winter have glimpsed a little of the Celtic Christian tradition.  Most of the 
prayers that we used were taken from a book called Celtic Daily Prayers: Prayers and Readings from the Northumbria Community.  
Among other things, Celtic Christian spirituality emphasizes the essential goodness of Creation as described in Genesis 1.  It also 
sees every aspect of our lives as sacred, such that even the most seemingly mundane activities become opportunities for connec-
tion with God whose presence surrounds and upholds us.  So it includes prayers for the beginning of a journey, prayers when bank-
ing the fire at night and stoking it in the morning, etc.  In the Celtic tradition, faith is seamlessly integrated into the rhythms of daily 
life and intimately connected to the world around it.  It expresses a strong sense of the interconnectedness of life; of each of us to 
each other and all of us to Creation.  It’s quite beautiful! 
 
In terms of the experience itself, it’s called a “Pilgrimage for Change” and is being led by John Philip Newell and his wife, Ali, who 
are both Church of Scotland ministers.  In addition to being a poet, author, and peacemaker, John Philip Newell is one of the 
preeminent scholars and practitioners of Celtic spirituality.  This is an unparalleled opportunity to learn from him in a small group 
setting and in a place that was central to the development of the Celtic Christian tradition.  This will undoubtedly foster my own 
continued spiritual growth, but it will also provide resources and approaches that will benefit our discipleship ministries at TBC.  
Thank you again!  I look forward to sharing with you more in the days ahead and following my trip. 
 
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey, 

 

Getting Connected 

We have just enhanced the church wide email communication process to facilitate timely congregational updates and prayer re-
quests.  If you have and use email, please make sure the church office has your email address.  Feel free to share with us both a 
work and/or personal email.  To get connected, please email Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant at jjohn-
son@tomahawkchurch.org. 

From Your Intentional Interim Pastor 

The Heritage Celebration on Sunday, April 26th was a wonderful experience!  A tremendous THANK YOU to the Transition Team and 
Deacons who planned and worked so hard for this to be a joyous celebration of Tomahawk’s rich Heritage and Fellowship.  It was a 
celebration and Thanksgiving to God!  Tomahawk is blessed with so many loving, caring, committed and faithful persons!   

At 3 PM on Sunday afternoon, May 17th, the Tomahawk Chapel will be dedicated and named in honor of Tomahawk’s longest serv-
ing pastor, the Reverend, Edwin Clayton Thornton, III.  This dedication is a way to celebrate Clay’s ministry and to help us bring clo-
sure to his sudden death nearly six years ago.  This is a special recognition and I trust you will make plans to be here.  

As we continue in our work and process together, please continue to pray that God will continue to guide and lead us.  We contin-
ue to pray for discernment and that God will lead us into the Future that He is planning for Tomahawk. 

On the journey together,  

Pastor Jim 

mailto:jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org
mailto:jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org
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April 2015 Business Summary Highlights 
To Be Presented for Approval at the July 2015 Business Meeting 

 
The plaque honoring the Horner family donation for the playground to be installed. 

No need to incorporate since church trustees in the Commonwealth of Virginia are protected under existing law if the church owns 
less than 15 acres. 

Pete Zangardi elected Missions Director. 

2015 Nominating Committee Members: Amy Dixon, Paul Hare, Wendi Hare, Pat Jennings, Sue Stout & Pete Zangardi. 

Donor made a complete mortgage payment for an additional month in 2014.  Church mortgage balance is $466, 461.  The mort-
gage to be renegotiated November 1, 2015.   

Church ministry expenses has exceeded tithes and offerings by approximately $20,000 during this year’s first quarter.   

Cemetery Team contacting families about one needed head stone and one to be moved. 

Church voted to approve up to $1,500 for Rev. Thomas Rawls to attend a one-week Pilgrimage in Scotland during June led by John 
Philip Newell.  Members may make contributions to offset this amount.   

Gathering Grounds has changed its ministry to become Chesterfield Food Bank. We will now     donate to their affiliated ministry, 
Mercy Mall.    

Youth Outreach- Took 19 bags of donations to the McGuire Veterans Hospital; Teddy Bears to the children’s wing of Chippenham 
hospital; Prepared and took lunches to the homeless. 
 

Building & Grounds identified potential future projects: lighting for church sign ($750), window cleaning ($807) and blinds for sanc-
tuary ($312 per window) 
 

Passed Transition Team Motion to name the Tomahawk Chapel, Thornton Chapel.  Naming service is Sunday, May 17th, 3 PM 
 

Church exterior clean-up after worship, Sunday, May 3 

 

 
The Sanctuary Choir hopes you enjoyed their rendition of "He Never Failed Me Yet" at the Heritage Celebration on April 26!   It was 
fun to put in some movement and we are proud of our tenor soloists John Bateman and Paul Hare.  We have had a wonderful year 
of singing together and plan to meet periodically through the summer to prepare music for Worship. We love making a joyful 
noise! 

Last month's featured hymn was "Crown Him With Many Crowns," a triumphant hymn of Easter.  Here's the song for May. It's a 
hymn that speaks to the beauty of this time of year: "For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night; hill and vale and 
tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light."  

Enjoy the beauty of spring! 

Susan 

From Your  Music Director 
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I recently had a meeting with the directors of Chesterfield Food Bank (formerly Gathering Grounds) and  I wanted to relay what 
information I have.  As most of you are aware in the past, Tomahawk Baptist Church has had an affiliation with Gathering Grounds 
Ministries.  That ministry has had a transformation to just a food bank, and  are now called Chesterfield Food Bank. They are no 
longer accepting clothing items as in the past, they are strictly a food distribution center.  However the items that you have been 
donating through the lighthouse outside the sanctuary, and the clear tubs for clothing at the other end of the hallway by the 
office, will be donated to Mercy Mall.  They are located here in Chesterfield and have a partnership with the Chesterfield Food 
Bank.  I have reached out to the director of Mercy Mall via e-mail and phone to see what kind of partnership we can have togeth-
er, but have yet to hear anything back from them.  My wife Rochelle and I teach the 3-5 yr. old mission friends class on Wednesday 
nights, and for the past 2 years we have been collecting food and clothing items and donating 
them.  Thank you for your donations as they are helping local people in need so please contin-
ue to bring in your non perishable food items and gently used clothes.  Any updates that I re-
ceive I will do my best to pass them along. 

Thank you 

Pete Zangardi 

From Your  Missions Director 

From Your  Youth Leaders 
Sunday, May 31st: Youth will once again be making lunches and feeding the homeless.  

 

During the month of May the youth will be collecting items for Chippenham Hospital 
Pediatric Unit. Keep an eye out for full details to come.  

Thank you for your continued support as we work to serve.  

Outdoor Worship 

Sunday, May 24  

Please plan to join us as we worship outside in God’s creation.  Our 11:00 service will be held on the lawn 
between the sanctuary and Thornton Chapel.  Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on (folding chairs will 
be available if you need one).  And remember to dress comfortably for the weather. 

Church Grounds Cleanup Day & Mulch!!   

Sunday, May 3, after worship  

We would love to have lots of hands as we prepare our church grounds for Spring and Summer.  We will 
be putting new flowers in our pots, trimming shrubs if needed, spreading new mulch and getting the 
last of the leaves up.  We especially need strong bodied people with shovels and wheel barrows to help 
with mulch.  Does anyone have a walk behind blower that would help with all the acorns around the 
playground and chapel?  Lots of hands will make for a great day as we prepare for Mother’s Day, gradu-
ation, etc.  Please contact Amy Dixon or Darla Skinner if you have questions.  It would be great to have 
an idea of how many hands are committed so we can plan, see Darla or Amy to volunteer.  Thanks!!! 

A big thank you to all who helped with our annual Easter Breakfast.  From the set up on Saturday, 
servers, awesome clean up and our ‘professional’ cooks you are greatly appreciated.  Mark your 
calendar for next year, Easter Sunday morning. 

---  Darla Skinner 
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Guys & Dolls 

Guys and Dolls 
will take you to 

THE VIRGINIA WAR MEMORIAL 
 

Tuesday 
May 26, 2015 

9:15  AM 

 

Our speaker at our March program, Mr. Jon Hatfield, Executive 
Director of the Virginia War Memorial, stimulated a lot of inter-
est in actually  seeing the Memorial.    So,  we have made plans 
to go. 

If you would like to go with us, please call the office or fill in the 
sign up sheet on the bulletin board. Please sign up before 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 20th, so we can make sure we have enough 
drivers. 

We will  meet at the lower parking lot of the church.  After our 
visit,  we will go dutch at a nice restaurant . 

STILL SPINNING A YARN 
 

We are so enjoying being a part of the Prayer 
Shawl group... making shawls, lap blankets, hats, 
scarves, baby blankets, etc. It feels good to cre-

ate something that shares a little warmth and love from Tom-
ahawk Church.   
We would love to have you join our group.  We can teach you 
how to do it , if you want to learn.  We have yarn and needles 
to share, so just come.  We meet every Monday morning at 
10:30 AM, except on the fourth Monday, when  we meet at 
9:30 AM so as not to conflict with the Guys an Dolls pro-
gram.  You don't have to come every time. Just come when 
you can. Yarn or monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  

To Sarah and Chris Smith (Susan’s daughter)  in the birth of 
their son, Bennett Christopher, on March 30. 

To Donna and Chris Chance in the birth of their grandson, Blake 
Santoro, on April 22. parents are Ashley and Richard Santoro.  

To Scott and Morgan Cheatham in the birth of their baby girl, 
Tessa Whitley, on April 25.  

 

 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Josh Liebgott 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Steve Sheffield & Family 
Charles Taylor 
Peggy Todd 
Beckett Walker 

Friends and Family  
Janet Morrisett 
Brenda Philbin 
Chuck Taylor 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  
 
Intentional Interim Process 
Transition Team 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Doris Wampler—745-9138 
Elaine Liebgott—389-9160 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 trawls@tomahawkchurch.org 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Church-wide Clean-
up after worship 

4 
PSM 10:30a.m. 
 
Nominating  
Committee 7:00p.m. 

5 
 
Transition Team Mtg. 
7:00p.m. 

6 
 
Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30p.m. 

7 
 
Small group at Rawls 
home 7:00p.m. 

8 9 

10  
Mother’s Day 
Parent-Child  
Dedication 

11 
PSM 10:30a.m. 
 
Deacon Mtg. 7:00p.m. 

12 
 
Transition Team Mtg. 
7:00p.m. 

13 
 
Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30p.m. 

14 
 
Small group at Rawls 
home 7:00p.m. 

15 16 

17 
Thornton Chapel 
Dedication 3:00p.m. 

18 
PSM 10:30a.m. 
Guys & Dolls Planning 
10:30a.m. 

19 
 
Transition Team Mtg. 
7:00p.m. 

20 
 
Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30p.m. 

21 
 
Small group at Rawls 
home 7:00p.m. 

22 23 

24 
Outside Worship 

25 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

26 
Guys & Dolls to VA 
War Memorial 
 
Transition Team Mtg. 
7:00p.m. 

27 28 29 30 

31       

FH and Sanctuary Reserved 

Leadership Gathering at Eagle Eyrie 


